
Light From The Hill 
FEBRUARY, 2017…The Pastor’s Corner…Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

 

We are bound by honor, the Apostle Paul said, to do things that please the Lord. We are being liberated by the 

Holy Spirit from “immorality, impurity, and greed” and clothed anew in “goodness, righteousness, and truth”. 

Everything about us is set out under the disinfectant of God’s Light. Any staleness or blight of the soul is being 

cleansed and refreshed in its rays. 

 

As God brings renewal to us we are stirred up to share that renewing work with others. There is no hiding the 

mighty and gracious way of God. “Hide it under a bushel?  No! I’m going to let it shine.” 

 

We are motivated and moved to persuade others to honor the Lord. We know it is an awesome and fearful thing 

to fall into the hands of God. Even more fearful to try to resist or be in defiance against God. Even more fearful 

to establish our own standard of honor apart from God. 

 

We are motivated to make something plain in our lives. Jesus has died for all. “For Christ’s love compels us, 

because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who live 

should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (2nd Corinthians 5: 

14 – 15) 

 

Knowing this, we don’t commend ourselves as the answer to people’s problems. We don’t try to commend 

some collective or group salvation. The world could take us all out and martyr us and our sacrifice would not 

save a single soul. 

 

But, Jesus truly atoned for sins when he died. This is our singular hope and the focus of our faith. “All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was 

reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us 

the message of reconciliation. We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 

through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.” 

 

 

Love you very much,  
Norman Ramsey 
 
Thanks again to everyone who was standing in and praying for Karen and I on our vacation. We 
are excited about the renewing work of God’s grace we experienced and rejoice in the ways that 
work will be made manifest to you! 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN FEBRUARY…Steele Martin, Emily Price, Janet Stoneman, 
Jenny Nelson, Lori Clay and Linda Kinsey 



  

      COMPELLED! 

 
 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

February 5, 2017:  By the Love of God (2nd Corinthians 5: 14) 

(Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 AM & Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

February 12, 2017: By a Far More Exceeding and Eternal Weight of Glory 

 (2nd Corinthians 4: 17) 

(Scout Sunday & Happy Valentine’s Day!) 

 

 

February 19, 2017: By a New and Living Way (Hebrews 10: 20) 

 

 

 

February 26, 2017:  By the Fear of the Lord (2nd Corinthians 5: 9 - 13) 

 

 

March 1, 2017:  ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE @ 7:00 PM at Laurel Hill 

   (Mark your calendar now.) 

 
 

 
 
 



  

LAY MINISTERS FOR FEBRUARY, 2017 

 Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

February   5  Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Randy Welch 

February 12  Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow   

February 19  Bill Robinson, Gene Russell, George Kaloski 

February 26  Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Ray Alexander 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

February   5  Jeremy & Stephanie Rowan   February-To Be Announced 

February 12 & 19 Harley Gostel 

February 26  Roy & Christie Owens 

       

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

February   5  Eliana Horne & Nick Cox    February-Nancy Henry   

February 12  Nick Cox             Millie Peterson 

February 19  Eliana Horne 

February 26  Nick Cox 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

February   5  Linda Kinsey and Gail Dagenhart  February   5 & 12  David Duke 

February 12  Randy and Meade Welch   February 19 & 26  Doug Singlemann 

February 19  Ernie Parrish & Joe Corley      

February 26  Eugene and Shirley Hicks 

 

TELLERS 

February   5  Jenny  Nelson & Billy and Judy Walker 

February 12  Randy  Welch and Phil  Deane 

February 19  Linda Kinsey and Chris Ragland     

February 26  Jeremy Rowan and Peggy  Singlemann 

 
 
 
 
 
 



  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
It has been a pleasure to serve my church family as Treasurer for the past eight years.  The position certainly 

had its challenges, but it also provided great personal satisfaction and spiritual growth.  I want to thank you for 

your kind love gift.  It certainly was a surprise and greatly appreciated.  But most of all, thank you for the 

opportunity to use the talents the Lord gave me.  I’m not sure “nuts and bolts” can be found in any scripture, 

but attention to financial “nuts and bolts” is certainly necessary in being good stewards of the gifts we are 

given.  Please take time to read the article about our 2016 giving.   Our church has helped others in so many 

ways!  God bless!  Susan Nowell 

TREASURER TALK – OUR BLESSINGS IN 2016-The Laurel Hill church family can be proud of our 

accomplishments in 2016.  Not only were we able to pay 100% of the apportionments we included in our 2016 

budget, but we improved our church parking lot, recovered from last spring’s snow damage in the Sanctuary, 

and replaced the HVAC in the parsonage…and we remain debt-free!  Let me tell you about the additional 

financial blessings we gave, not only as individuals, but also through the fundraising efforts of our Missions 

and Ministries Committee.     

Individual and Missions & Ministries Committee 
Giving through The United Methodist Church 
Heart Havens       $   380.00 
Society of St. Andrew      $   300.00 
UMCOR International Disaster Relief    $   550.00 
UMCOR Kits for Conference materials/shipping    $   595.00 
UMCOR Sunday (One Great Hour of Sharing)  $1,165.00 
UMCOR Virginia and U.S. Disaster Relief    $2,250.00 
UMCOR World Hunger & Poverty    $   910.00 
UMFS (United Methodist Family Services)   $1,526.00 
Virginia Annual Conference Offering    $   425.00 
Virginia United Methodist Homes (Samaritan Fund)  $   125.00 
 
Individual and Missions & Ministries Committee 
Giving to Other Ministries: 
HEARTH Thanksgiving boxes     $   160.00 (plus LOTS of food!) 
CARITAS       $   123.00 
CRU (The Waylands)      $   400.00 
Comfort Quilts materials     $   500.00 
Eastern Henrico FISH      $2,050.00 
Feeding the Homeless      $1,336.97 
Henrico Christmas Mother     $   300.00 
The Radford Elf Shelf      $   200.00 
The Voice of the Martyrs     $   500.00 
Varina Episcopal Food Pantry     $   400.00 
Varina Golden Anniversary Dinner    $   200.00 
 
The lists above in no way cover all the many tangible donations that you gave to help assemble Kits for 
Conference, stuffed animals and books for VCU Pediatric ER, items for the auction dinner, food for the 
HEARTH Thanksgiving baskets, or food for our bereavement meals.  They do not account for the time and 
talent of so many…from the quilters to those who helped to set-up and tidy-up on many occasions.    Without 
you, we could not have achieved so much to help others.  Thank you! 



  

 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY…Laurel Hill Church is looking for part-time cleaning help.  $8.00 
per hour.  Maximum of 10 hours per week.  Set your own hours.  If interested contact Ann 
Hechler at 737-3052 or call the church office 795-2772.   Also, the Weekday School is looking 
for part-time teachers, helpers and bus driver (no CDL required), call Margo Keeles at 795-
2772.  The Weekday School salaries will be based on amount of experience. 
 
HAPPY NEW YEAR!  The turn of the calendar means it is time to prepare for the Annual 
Missions and Ministries Dinner/Auction/Craft Sale.   Mark your calendar for March 11th for 
an evening filled with fun and fellowship while supporting the missions and ministries 
outreach of LHUMC. This is a church wide event in that we need your participation for this to 
succeed. Please purchase tickets for you and invite friends and family.  We need great auction 
items so donate new or antique items for the auction, please save yard sale items for just 
that.  Share your talent through the craft sale, baking a dessert or creating a centerpiece for 
the dinner tables. Join the committee and lend a hand.  Let us work together for the benefit of 
others as we spread the word of the Lord through our ministries and mission.     Praises, Peggy 
 
THANK YOU FOR BLESSING ME at Christmas with your generous gifts from the congregation.  
It is wonderful to feel appreciated and loved.  I enjoy the opportunity to serve as your 
secretary.  In July of 1979, while at the Anirav Pool, someone passed by my chair and I 
overheard them say that Laurel Hill was looking for a part-time secretary.  God whispered in 
my ear and said, “this is your job, go get it”.  I did, and 38 years later I still look forward to 
coming each morning.  This is truly my church home and you are my church family.   Love and 
Blessings to you all for the new year. May it be filled with good health and happiness as we 
serve the Lord.                                                    In His Service, Barbara 
 

A “BIG” THANK YOU…to Miriam Pendleton for her faithful remembrance of the sick and 

families in need of comfort with her “card” ministry.  She sent over 425 cards during 2016.  
What a blessing! 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 


