
Light From The Hill 

OCTOBER, 2016…The Pastor’s Corner...Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

 

This month, we have been asked by our District Superintendent, Dr. Peter Moon to look beyond simply getting 

ready for this year’s annual Charge Conference meeting and focus with fervent prayer and with expectant 

hearts, ready to hear God speak to us here at Laurel Hill. Building on the theme of Annual Conference: “Thy 

Will Be Done”, we are asked to answer three questions at Charge Conference: 

1. What is God’s will for our congregation? 

2. How do we know? 

3. What will we do about it? 

How do you determine God’s will? Well, the first thing we do is align our ministry’s actions to invite all sinners 

to turn to the Lord. We do this to agree with the plain declarations of the Holy Scriptures concerning God’s plan 

for our salvation. We declare “whomsoever will” can come and believe in Jesus Christ and be saved. (John 6: 

39-40, 2 Peter 3: 9) We tell anybody that bears heavy burdens and is heavy laden down, we find our rest in 

Jesus. To everyone who has lost hope, we say, in Jesus there is a brighter day ahead. This is the overriding goal 

of all our ministry; that we through all the means of grace might save as many people as possible. (1 

Corinthians 9: 12, 22) 

 

We do God’s will as we revere Christ as Lord in our hearts and keep ourselves prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks us to give the reason for the hope that we have. We do God’s will as we do this with 

gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience that even when we are accused of wrongdoing we know, if 

the Lord directs, it is better to suffer for doing what is right than suffering because of doing wrong. (I Peter 3: 

15-17) 

 

Knowing we have turned to the Lord in repentance and are now ready to share the hope we have in Jesus, how 

will we order our lives together? Prayerfully, I and the Outreach Committee lift up on the next several pages six 

goals for your consideration and response: six goals that form the first framework or strategic plan for action 

steps we believe God is asking us to take at this time. Read them. Pray over them. Listen for the Lord’s 

affirmation or correction and let’s begin to order our life and ministry together. 

 

Some of us have already set aside time each day to pray for God’s direction to be revealed to us with urgency, 

clarity, and specificity. If you would like to join us in concentrating our prayers together and preparing for this 

year’s Charge Conference, call and ask the office for a prayer guide or pick one up in our Wednesday prayer 

times. 

 

In grace and peace, 
Norman Ramsey 
Please keeps these dates on your calendar and pray!  

October 9, 2016:  Dee Dee Smith will be with us for worship and she will help lead our Hymn Sing.  Get busy         

choosing your favorite hymns for that morning. 

October 12, 2016: Decision America Tour Prayer Rally, Noon, Richmond, VA 

October 16, 2016: Laity Sunday 

October 31, 2016: Trunk or Treat 

 



  

FIRST FRAMEWORK: 2020 Strategic Vision for Laurel Hill UMC 

 

We are believers in Jesus Christ as Lord: delivered by His mercy and directed by His Truth. We are His 

disciples and have been made disciple makers.  We are witnesses empowered by the Holy Spirit, and we are the 

people who make the most of our God-given opportunities for ministry.  

To do the work of the ministry, we are developing a 2020 Strategic Vision for Laurel Hill UMC and preparing 

for Charge Conference by seriously and collectively seeking “Thy Will Be Done”. These six goals form the first 

framework or strategic plan for the action steps we believe God is asking us to take at this time. 

 

1. Create a principle-driven environment rather than a permission-gaining one. What do we mean by 

this? I borrow this idea from Christ Church UMC in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. There in 1991, they began to 

shape their ministry on the foundation of four criteria. Will this ministry introduce Jesus? Will this 

ministry grow or increase faith in Christ? Will this ministry relieve suffering? And finally, will this 

ministry shape children to seek or follow Jesus? Initiating ministry became a response to God’s 

prompting to fulfill their church’s vision rather than a prompt to pursue a process of gaining permission 

before initiating a faithful response. This quality is already present in some of the ways we do things. 

This goal is an invitation to clarify in a clearer and deeper and ongoing way: “What business of the 

Father does Laurel Hill need to be doing?” 

2. Raise up someone to work with our children and young parents. We make disciples first with those 

who are closest to us and we want to make it a priority that we teach and train the next generations to 

love God’s Word and live according to it. We structure our ministry and call forth leaders that are 

equipped by the Lord to do the work. To do this, we have asked Angela and Chris Ragland to become 

Family Ministry Directors and with the Council’s approval, we will now add them to our part-time staff 

here at Laurel Hill beginning in January 2017. 

3. Install a digital audio and visual system throughout the church and become a platform for 

livestreaming events. We know the Lord wants us to communicate the gospel as simply and powerfully 

as possible, and to utilize the technologies available to us to enhance that communication, increase our 

capacity to broadcast the message to others, and establish a learning environment from which God’s 

word goes out to our neighbors and to the nations. 

4. Conduct ongoing prayer and Bible Study events offline and online, becoming a continuing 

education provider. We believe that every member should be actively engaged as a disciple learning 

the Word and being strengthened in their practice of faith and though we expect this to occur 

individually through prayer, reading, and other acts of devotion and spiritual disciplines, we believe we 

have a corporate responsibility to let “iron sharpen iron” and provide settings and resources for faith 

development and growth. 

5. Make regular shared community ministry with the other churches in our area part of how we do 

things. We are united in Christ. Jesus is our Lord, the Head of the body - the Church. It makes sense to 

us that the parts of the body cooperate and work together. 

6. Make short term, “special teams” mission projects the norm rather than “big” trips or projects. 

Just as we believe that every member should be actively engaged as a disciple learning the Word and 

being strengthened in their practice of faith, we also believe every disciple is to become a disciple maker 

and a servant of the Lord. This is why, at this time, we believe following a strategy of providing service 

opportunities and short term mission experiences for all of our members is closer to God’s will for 

Laurel Hill than fundraising and working to send  one or two representative groups to engage in mission. 

The conditions in the field (for us) have changed and we believe we should change our methods 

accordingly. 

 



  

What is God’s will for our congregation? How can we express having a healthy life together in 

the power of the Spirit, in the tone of our fellowship, and in the work of our ministry? 

 

How do we know something is God’s will? 

1. It helps us witness to the Risen Lord and Judge of the earth; after all, Jesus said, “You 

shall be my witnesses after the Holy Spirit has come upon you.” 

2. It keeps us in a state of humility before the Lord and in charity with one another.  

3. It celebrates the gifts of God’s people and encourages us to offer ourselves as a living 

sacrifice to the Lord.  

4. The call to do it arises from a place of passion for people and a deep desire for them to 

experience faith and hope in Jesus Christ. 

 

What will we do about it? 

1. Realize for most ministry, we will be sending in “special forces” faith teams rather than 

the whole body of believers, conducting short term ministry events more than prolonged 

trips/works. 

2. Community-wide ministry will be more prioritized as we seek to be visible witnesses to 

God’s grace in our community 

3. Have several “open house” events for Capital Trail users and/or special designated 

Sundays for our fire and rescue and law enforcement recognition.  

4. Spice up how we do our 1st Sunday lunches and have interactive fellowship times/meals 

scheduled 2 to 3 times per year. 

5. Continue our Mission Auction and Dinner relocating it to the spring time. 

6. Vary and enrich our music program. 

7. What else? 

 

 

 

October is the month when we can demonstrate the love of Jesus in a 

special way to the children of the Pediatric Emergency Room at the 

VCU Medical Center.  Bring books, DVD’s, and stuffed animals to 

Laurel Hill UMC and we will tag them, bag them, and then distribute 

them with Santa’s help to the children at the hospital.  

 

Be on the lookout for suitable books, DVD’s and stuffed animals, be 

ready to move at God’s prompting, and participate in this ministry 

partnership starting today! 

 

 
*MISSION & MINISTRIES COMMITTEE meets at 7 PM on October 12, 2016.* 

 

 

 



  

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

 

BIRTHDAYS IN OCTOBER-Saundra Sapara, Marsha Williams, Scott 
Englehart, Muriel Jenness and Alfred Walton 

 

NEW EVENING PRAYER SERVICE…Laurel Hill will begin a new evening prayer service 
on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of each month starting Wednesday, August 3rd at 7:00 

P.M.  These services will be focused on our many prayer concerns and prayers of 
gratitude.  There will be opportunities for corporate and individual prayer.  The 

beginning of each service will include a time to hear the Word and to reflect on the 
scripture passage.  There will also be an opportunity to lift our voices to the Lord in 

song.  Please consider taking advantage of this opportunity to share in prayer and to 
rejoice in God's grace together.  For additional information or if you have transportation 

needs, please contact Phil Deane at 804-334-9582. 
 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”  1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

 
 

STARTING THIS SUNDAY, if you would like to 

help defray the cost of purchasing chicken for our 1st 
Sunday Lunches there will be a donation jar located 

in the pass through to the kitchen. Thanks for your 
help. 

 
THERESA DUKE AND FAMILY would like to thank everyone for all their prayers, cards 

and well wishes for her as she went through her surgery.  The doctor has released her 
and is amazed at her recovery.  Praise God for His good works. 

 
VARINA EPISCOPAL CHURCH will hold their annual “Treasurer’s In the Attic” and 

Brunswick Stew sale on Saturday, October 8th from 8 AM to 2 PM.  The stew pick up will 
be from 11:30 AM to 2 PM.  Also, we invite anyone in the Laurel Hill congregation that 

would like to set up a table under the big tent that day to sell crafts and other items.  
There is no charge for the table space.  We will provide the table and 2 chairs for the 

crafters. 

 
DECISION AMERICA TOUR RALLY 2016 will be 

on October 12th beginning at Noon on the Capital 
Grounds in Richmond, VA. We have room for 12 

people on the bus so if you want to attend this 
prayer rally for our nation, please contact the office 

and reserve your spot. We will leave the church at 
11:15 AM to attend the rally. Drop off and pick up will be on the 1000 and 1100 

Blocks of E. Broad Street. 

 

 



  

 
        

LAY MINISTERS FOR OCTOBER, 2016 

 Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

October   2   Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

October   9   Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow   

October 16   Bill Robinson, Gene Russell, George Kaloski   

October 23  Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Ray Alexander   

October 30  Peggy and Doug Singlemann,  Raymond Stevenson and Agnes Knowles 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

October   2  Mary Holmes               October-Pastor Norman 

October   9  Sheree Gostel 

October 16  Sheree Gostel 

October 23 Stuart and Tricia Walton 

October 30 Stuart and Tricia Walton       

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

October   2  Eliana Horne & Nick Cox    October-Lela Hall   

October   9  Nick Cox 

October 16  Eliana Horne 

October 23  Nick Cox 

October 30  Eliana Horne 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

October   2  Betsy & Doug Gottwald    October 2-Bill Robinson 

October   9  Linda and John Turner    October 9 & 16-Keith Gostel 

October 16  Kirby & Lois Miller     October 23 & 30-David Duke  

October 23  Ann Hechler and Pam Wilson 

October 30  Randy & Meade Welch 

 

TELLERS 

October   2  Phil Deane and Randy Welch 

October   9  Chris Ragland and Linda Kinsey 

October 16  Peggy Singlemann and Jeremy Rowan 

October 23  Lois Miller and Pam Wilson 

October 30  Jenny Nelson & Billy and Judy Walker 



  

                                                                             

 

Life Lessons for Our Children 

 

(And Ourselves) 
 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

All of This Month We Will Collect Books, DVD’s, and Stuffed Animals for the Pediatric 

Emergency Room 

 

 

October 2, 2016: Self-Control and Obedience (Titus 2: 6 - 14) 

(World Communion Sunday) 

 (Men’s Breakfast 8:00 AM, Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

October 9, 2016: Faithfulness and Goodness (Luke 21) 

 

 

October 16, 2016: Kindness and Patience (Ephesians 4: 32, Gal. 6: 1-5) 

 

 

October 23, 2016: Peace and Joy (Luke 12) 

 

 

October 30, 2016: Love and Coordination (Ephesians 6: 4) 

(All Hallow’s Eve “Trunk or Treat”, October 31, 2016, 6-8 PM) 

 
 


