
Light From The Hill 

FEBRUARY, 2016…The Pastor’s Corner...Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

     

What comes second? In the calendar year, the second month of the year is February.   It is the shortest month of 

the year, even when we add an extra day to it every four years. But, in our life, the “what-comes-second” 

question depends on what comes first.  In the scripture the order is plain. “Seek first the kingdom of God and 

his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” (Matthew 6: 33) 

 

What comes second? There’s a reminder not to worry.  There’s a declaration that there is enough going on 

without you and I adding to it our fears or worries, our anxieties or our suspicions.  

 

First, comes our repentance where we quit our self-seeking ways and seek first the kingdom of God. Second, 

comes our faith that proves we really have repented and put first things first. 

 

This is an ongoing challenge. We naturally try to put ourselves first.  We try to make other people and other 

things the reason for things being out of order.  And it’s easy, if we are not paying attention, to slip into a bitter 

place where we justify our actions as what we have to do. 

 

The truth is, Jesus says, each day already carries sufficient evil without us adding to it. Instead, He is asking us 

to redeem our time and as Ephesians 5 tells us not let our walk get curved or turned by worry or fear but to walk 

in wisdom.  We walk in understanding of God’s will for each moment.  The Spirit of God informs and inspires 

our words and actions. We are not prompted by jealousy or insecurity, by pride or conceit but, we live together 

and submit ourselves one to another in the fear of God. 

 

 

In grace and peace, 
Norman Ramsey 
 
P. S.  
Remember this month is Heart Havens Month. We look forward to having Sarah Wilkinson, Communications 

and Volunteer Manager at Heart Havens with us February 14th. That’s also the Sunday when our Friendship 

Class will bring special music for us. Also, make sure you read and see the bulletin board downstairs on the 

development of Heart Havens’ ministry. 

 
 

 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS-Steele Martin, Emily Price, Janet Stoneman, Jenny 
Nelson, Elaine Powell, Lori Clay and Linda Kinsey  
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HEART HAVENS MONTH 2016…  
What makes your life full and rich?  Is it your involvement in church?  Your job? Is it the friends you 
go to the movie with, or the buddies who come over to watch the football game?  Could it even be the 
small choices you make every day, such as what to have for breakfast or what to watch on TV in the 
evening?  All of these things together are what fill our lives with joy and keep us engaged in our 
community. 
 
Adults with intellectual disabilities want a life just like yours:  a life where they are part of a 
community, get to experience the many joys the world has to offer, and make their own choices.  
That’s where Heart Havens comes in. 
 
Heart Havens is a Virginia Conference Advance Special mission that provides residential support to 
adults with intellectual disabilities. But it’s so much more than just providing a house. Heart Havens 
empowers people to discover what it is they love and then pursue it.  No matter what the goal is, 
Heart Havens is all about helping the people they support find a way to make their dreams a reality. 
 
Soon, our congregation will lift up Heart Mavens Month, a time to both support the Heart Havens 
mission with our gifts and celebrate the gifts that people with intellectual disabilities bring to the 
church. Gifts we collect for Heart Havens allow them to continue providing a vibrant lifestyle for the 
people they support.  To learn more about Heart Havens and the Heart Havens homes around the 
Conference, please visit www.hearthavens.org. 
 

FROM A PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE 
 
February is Heart Havens month. We are so grateful to share this mission with our churches.  You 
know it was started when a letter was sent to families of mentally challenged and all Methodist 
churches. The question asked was, “ Where will my family member live when I die?” 
 
This is a question all families ask when planning their future.  We had no options or provisions 
anywhere.  
 
That Sunday we had meetings all over the state. Every person who attended wanted one thing, IT 
SHOULD BE CHURCH RELATED, a home filled with God's spirit and His love, with his guidance.  
Many parents, pastors, family members and professionals began the process of finding an answer.  
Heart Havens became the answer. 
 
Laurel Hill has set the example and standard for showing God's love to all of His people. When a 
senior member was asked if their worship was being disturbed by our new members his reply was, 
“No indeed, it has been enriched by their presence". Their Sunday School class and leaders are the 
BEST as Charles says. They have read the Bible twice with guidance, stories, music, and love of one 
another. 
 
Good Neighbor Village and Heart Havens are blessed and so are we.   
 
Thank you, 
Joyce Clay Handy 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://vacumm.org/clientimages/60277/hh.jpg&imgrefurl=http://vacumm.org/NewPage&docid=LgOXGbV8iXWEEM&tbnid=_ueBfqpmXsmKNM:&w=262&h=223&ved=0ahUKEwj47PP8hLvKAhXBPT4KHRIiAs4QxiAICDAG&iact=c&ictx=1
http://www.hearthavens.org/


  

TREASURER TALK 
Here's a list of special giving in 2015 that was submitted with our regular 

apportionments: 
 

$230.00 Samaritan Fund (Virginia United Methodist Homes) 

$1,429.00 United Methodist Family Services 
$168.00 Heart Havens 

$425.00 Virginia Conference Annual Offering 
$225.00 One Great Hour of Sharing 

$100.00 Society of St. Andrew 
$150.00 UMCOR Disaster Kits (toothpaste/postage) 

$150.00 UMCOR United States Disaster Relief 
$775.00 UMCOR International Disaster Relief 

$860.00 World Hunger & Poverty 
The donations sent for "One Great Hour of Sharing" help assure that 100% of your other 

special donations go directly to help others.  Thank you for your generosity! 
 

THANK YOU to our members who furnished homemade Christmas cookies for the 
Weekday School's Christmas Program on December 17th!  We had a great selection of 

tasty treats, and they disappeared quickly.  The "Christmas Cookie Table" has become a 

fun part of this annual reception and a way for our church families to show love and 
support to the Weekday School staff and students. 

 
MISSION KITS FOR CONFERENCE: It is time to start assembling Mission Kits to take 

to the Virginia Annual Conference in June.   With the many hurricanes and floods, these 
kits will be greatly needed.  We have already completed 50 School Kits and need to start 

on the Health Kits and Infant/Layette Kits.  Please put the donated items in the basket 
across the hall from the stairway.  (Now is the time to find bargains). 

 
HEALTH KITS:  One hand towel, one washcloth, one large comb, one metal nail 

file or fingernail clippers, one bath size bar of soap, one toothbrush, six Band-
Aids, $1 for toothpaste. 

 
BABY/LAYETTE KITS:  Six cloth diapers, two shirts or one-piece body suits 

(onesies), two baby washcloths, two gowns or sleepers, two diaper pins, one 

sweater open in front, two receiving blankets. 
 

BLESSINGS AND BLOSSOMS...Thank you to everyone who is in the process of 
collecting items for our Silent and Live Auctions in March.  ALL ITEMS NEED TO BE 

TURNED IN AT THE CHURCH BY SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28.  This will enable those 
setting up the auction to evaluate and record information about each item on the 

spreadsheet to be given out at the auction.  Again, we appreciate everyone’s diligence in 
this ministry event. 

 
THANK  YOU TO OUR MEN’S BREAKFAST GROUP who have volunteered to set-up for 

our first Sunday luncheons.  We appreciate your help so much.  Anyone who would like 
to help just come early and pitch in. 
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LAY MINISTERS FOR FEBRUARY, 2016 

 Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

February   7   Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

February 14   Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

February 21   Bill Robinson, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

February 28   Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Ray Alexander 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

February   7  Harley Gostel     February-Dot Gay   

February 14  Adam and Jenny White 

February 21  Adam and Jenny White 

February 28  Sheree Gostel 

 

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

February   7  Nick Cox and Eliana Horne   February-Nancy Henry  

February 14  Lexy Colgin                       Millie Peterson 

February 21  Harley Gostel 

February 28  Daisy Colgin 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

February   7  Shirley & Eugene Hicks    February   7  David Duke 

February 14  Randy & Meade Welch    February 14 & 21 Doug Singlemann  

February 21  Rachel Hawk & Linda Kinsey   February 28  Bill Robinson 

February 28  Sheree Gostel 

 

TELLERS 

February   7  Chris Ragland and Linda Kinsey 

February 14  Peggy Singlemann and Jeremy Rowan 

February 21  Mike Powell and Monica Cox 

February 28  Pam  Wilson and Lois Miller  
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Using the Two-Edged Sword 

 

Of God’s Word 
 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

February 7, 2016:  Judging Soils and Souls (Mark 4: 1 - 20) 

(Men’s Breakfast at 8:00 AM & Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

February 10, 2016: Ash Wednesday Service, 7:00 PM 

(Hosted by Willis UMC, 8360 Willis Church Rd, Henrico, VA 23231) 

 

 

February 14, 2016: Knowing for Certain (2 Peter 1 - 21) 

(Scout Sunday & Happy Valentine’s Day!) 

 

 

February 21, 2016: Breaking the Power of Unbelief (Hebrews 4: 1 – 16) 

 

 

February 26 - 28, 2016: Lay Servant Academy, Blackstone, VA 

 

 

February 28, 2016:  Going On Offense (Ephesians 6: 17) 

(Rev. Ed Johnson, Guest Preacher) 

 

 
              

 


