
Light From The Hill 

November, 2015…The Pastor’s Corner...Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
Dear Laurel Hill: 
     As I get ready to turn this article in for the newsletter I am preparing to 
preach the message for October 18th on what constitutes great giving and I 
find myself thinking back to what I learned as a result of attempting the 
World’s Longest Sermon back in April of 2003.  What had started as a joke 
about my “much talking” became a serious time of ministry to make the 
good news of Jesus, in that given time and place, as unavoidable as 

possible.  I remember the particular things the Lord taught us that were 
necessary for Him to ascend into our midst. 
 
 The very first thing on that list of necessary qualities so we could 
experience fully the presence of God in our midst was appreciation.  In 
particular, Psalm 47: 1 – 2 says it this way, “Clap your hands, all you 
nations; shout to God with cries of joy. For the LORD Most High is 
awesome, the great King over all the earth.”  
 
We appreciate how great and awesome God is! We appreciate the Lord 
because “the LORD is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his 

works.” (Psalm 145: 9) 
 
The Apostle Paul says we can spread and share that appreciation with 
others. “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our 
troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we 
ourselves receive from God.” (2 Corinthians 1: 3 – 4)  
 
Yes, let us give to the Lord the appreciation He is due and together say, 
“Save us, LORD our God, and gather us from the nations, that we may give 

thanks to your holy name and glory in your praise. Praise be to the LORD, 
the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Let all the people say, 
‘Amen!’ Praise the LORD.” (Psalm 106: 47 – 48) 
 
In grace and peace, Norman Ramsey 
P. S. Let us give our appreciation to the Lord together as we host our 
Community Thanksgiving Service on November 25th, 2015 at 7:00 PM 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
 

Treasurer Talk Topics:   
This is just a periodic reminder that Laurel Hill UMC maintains written 
guidelines for the use of restricted funds.  Written guidelines ensure that 
your restricted donations will be used as intended.  If for any reason, a goal 
is not achieved or there are excessive funds in an account, these guidelines 
also provide resolutions.  If you would like to know how various restricted 
funds are handled, a copy of these guidelines are located in the church 
office.   
 

I would also like to encourage you to use your offering envelopes whenever 
possible.  The envelope will protect your offering until the collection can be 
counted, and it assists our tellers by making their job faster.  There are 
places on the front of the envelope to write the amount of your regular 
offering, as well as to state the amount of any special donations.  You can 
merely write one check for the total amount.  Your personal envelope has a 
number that can be cross-referenced by our Financial Recording Secretary, 
who also saves the envelopes each week in case verification is needed.   
 

MISSIONS & MINISTRIES THANKSGIVING PROJECT:  We are very 

excited about having a “hands-on” missions project for 

Thanksgiving this year!  Look out for our baskets of “turkey 

feathers” that show the food items needed.  Pick one feather (or 

many feathers!) and bring your contribution back to our donation 

basket in the narthex no later than Sunday, November 15th.  Thank 

you for your help in providing a Thanksgiving meal to those in need. 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS   

        
Peggy Singlemann-November 7th    Jay Brockman-November 12th 
Agnes Knowles-November 9th     Eliana Horne-November 25th  
Elaine Ogburn-November 11th     Mae Holder-November 28th   
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                       LAY MINISTERS FOR NOVEMBER, 2015 

 Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

November   1 Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

November   8 Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

November 15 Bill Robinson, Frank Jenness, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

November 22 Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Dave Dagenhart and Ray Alexander 

November 25 Thanksgiving Service-Ushers selected that evening 

November 29 Peggy & Doug Singlemann and Raymond Stevenson & Agnes Knowles 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

November   1 Jeremy & Stephanie Rowan  November-Buddy Whitlow 

November   8 Harley Gostel 

November 15 Harley Gostel 

November 22 Adam and Jenni White 

November 29 Adam and Jenni White 

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

November   1  Harley Gostel and Eliana Horne  November- Judy & Billy Walker 

November   8  Lexy Colgin                 

November 15  Nick Cox 

November 22  Daisy Colgin 

November 25  To be selected from those attending 

November 29  Eliana Horne 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

November   1  Betsy and Doug Gottwald           November   1 & 8   Doug Singlemann  

November   8  Debbie and Doyle Deaton   November 15 & 22 Bill Robinson    

November 15  Linda and John Turner    November 29  Keith Gostel 

November 22  Lois and Kirby Miller 

November 25  Janet and Bronson Stoneman (Community Thanksgiving Service @ Laurel Hill) 

November 29  Frank and Muriel Jenness 

TELLERS 

November   1  Chris Ragland and Linda Kinsey 

November   8  Peggy Singlemann and Jeremy Rowan 

November 15  Mike Powell and Monica Cox 

November 22  Lois Miller  and Pam Wilson 

November 29  Sylvia Aryeh and Phil Deane       
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8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

November 1, 2015:  For This Is the Will of God (I Thessalonians 5: 18) 

(All Saints’ Day & Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

November 8, 2015: For the Lord Is Good (Psalm 100) 

 

 

November 15, 2015: For Everything God Created Is Good (I Timothy 4) 

 

 

November 22, 2015: Our Redemption Is Drawing Near (Luke 21: 25 – 36) 

 

 

November 25, 2015: Community Thanksgiving Service, 7:00 PM 

(Sam Grozdanov from Four Mile Creek Baptist, Preaching) 

 

 

November 28, 2015: Hanging of the Greens for Advent, 9:00 AM 

 

 

November 29, 2015: LOVE Revealed: To Bring Forth Justice (Isaiah 42) 

(First Sunday of Advent) 
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Greetings from the Worship Committee! Worship met on Wednesday, 
September 30. During the meeting we discussed upcoming events in the 
life of the church. This month marks the beginning of Advent Season. What 
a glorious time of year! The children are starting to practice their Christmas 
music for the children’s program. We will recognize our Veterans on 
November 8. November 25 is the Community Thanksgiving Service at 7:00 
pm which will be held here at Laurel Hill. Light refreshments will be served 
afterwards. November 28 please come and help decorate the church for 
Advent!  If you have never been a part of this event you are missing a 
great time! The more hands we have to help the better! Keith needs help 
building the stable for the nativity on that Saturday. I have been asked if 
we are having a Live Nativity this year. If you are interested in being a part 
of this please let me know. I would need to have 3 men & 3 women who 
would be willing to commit. Please let me know by Nov. 14 if you are 
interested. We will still have our lighted Nativity starting Sunday 29th. 
 
On another note, we also discussed the need to have our church Nursery 
operating again. We have been blessed with the birth of several babies into 
our church family! A wonderful blessing indeed! With the nursery comes the 
need for members to devote time on Sunday to help. I ask you to seek 
God’s direction for this very important ministry in our church. Please 
contact Millie Peterson or myself if you desire to help.  
         May God Bless You,  Sheree Gostel & Millie Peterson-Worship  

 
MISSION KITS…Thanks to everyone who took advantage of the before 
school sales.  Sixty school kits have been assembled, packed and boxed for 
the 2016 Virginia Annual Conference.  Now we can concentrate on the 
Health and Infant kits.  A list of the items needed for each kit is in the 
mission box.  Way to go, Laurel Hill! 
 
UMFS…The auxiliary for UMFS is collecting Box Tops for Education.  Cash is 
given for them.  If you are not collecting them for any other school, please 
donate them to Dot Gay who will see that they are delivered to 

Charterhouse School on the campus at 3900 W. Broad Street.  Or, you can 
put them in the Mission Box.  Items are always needed for Bingo prizes for 
the birthday parties.  Nothing breakable can be used.  These items do not 
have to be new, just like new.  Items for boys are especially needed.  The 
meetings are held on the third Thursday of each month. Any questions?  
Call 795-5196. 
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