
Light From The Hill 

OCTOBER, 2015…The Pastor’s Corner-Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 
Dear Laurel Hill: 

      

Jesus in Luke 12: 48 says, “When someone has been given much, much will be required 

in return; and when someone has been entrusted with much, even more will be required.” The 

Apostle Paul reminds us of the same thing when he says, “Moreover it is required in stewards 

that a man be found faithful.” (I Corinthians 4: 2) Are we faithful to the Lord? Through our 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness do we demonstrate that we have received and are 

living out of the manifold riches of God’s grace? Are we exercising all the powers and benefits 

of salvation? Are we releasing the full power and energy of a strong prayer life with God? 

 

Knowing how close we are to the return of the Lord when we will all give an account for our 

lives, these are important questions to answer. This is why before calling us to pray with 

fervency and effectiveness, James warns those who are rich in the things of the world to 

prioritize their ministry in the kingdom ahead of their material comfort. He warns us of a real 

judgment that will fall on those who have misplaced their priorities and set their trust on 

anything other than the Lord. 

 

But, God who is rich in mercy is always moving us to reset our priorities both as individuals 

and nations, slowing down our spending power so we make good choices. God bursts our 

bubbles so we won’t rely upon the wrong things. He kicks the props out from under the systems 

that cause us to become prayer-less and secure in our own works. Yes, the Bible speaks of God 

as a consuming fire, consuming the idols and pursuits that consume us. Why?  So we can be 

still and know that He is God. (Psalm 46: 10) Then, God will be exalted in our lives and we will 

become good stewards of the great grace of God- good stewards who know the Lord of hosts is 

with us, the God of Jacob is our refuge! 

 

In grace and peace, 
Norman Ramsey 

 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS              
Allyanna Aryeh  October 17th     
Saundra Sapara October 17th   

Marsha Williams October 17th  
Scott Englehart October 20th 
Muriel Jenness  October 28th 
Alfred Walton  October 31st 

        

 



  

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL:  At the last meeting of the Council we discussed security 
at the church to include the safety of those members meeting during the evening hours 

and the safety of the congregation on Sunday mornings.   As you will see below in the 

Trustee’s report their committee was not in favor of having armed members at the 
present time.  Watch for further discussion.  

 
GREETINGS FROM WORSHIP! With the end of the lazy, hazy summer comes autumn 

and the beginning of a busy time in the life of the Church.  By the time this Newsletter 
comes out we will have had the UCI bike race and worshipped with Four Mile Creek. Our 

Handbell Choir and Chancel Choir are back and practicing on Thursday evening. New 
music for both choirs is in and the choirs are busy practicing. 

 
Children’s Church has new leaders that have volunteered their time to teach our 

children. We are grateful for their devotion to our Children’s Ministry.  We welcome, Dee 
Dee Smith, a pianist who is a friend of Bill Balz, to play for us one Sunday in October. 

During the month of October we will also be having a Hymn Sing during our Worship 
Service. Charge Conference is the First Sunday in October. Blessings to all, Sheree  

 

THE TRUSTEES met on September 14th and discussed several items.  Our insurance 
agency advised us that we need to have photos taken of the roof on the parsonage and 

the church, as well as a determinations made as to when the roofs were replaced.  This 
information is needed by our insurance company in order to determine if the roofs 

should be covered for actual value, or replacement cost.  A member has offered to 
donate drapes to the parsonage.  One of the trustees will advise the member on the 

proper way to make an in-kind donation so that credit can be given to the member by 
the financial secretary.  The Trustees took up the issue of having one or more members, 

who have concealed carry permits, to be armed at Sunday services.  One or more 
church members have expressed a concern of the possibility of the church and/or church 

members being robbed at a service, or shortly thereafter.  After some discussion, the 
Trustees unanimously agreed that they are not in favor of making a recommendation to 

have armed members at services or other church events, at the present time. 
 

LOVE GOOD FOOD?  After church on Sunday try Roberto’s Italian Restaurant at 5550 

Williamsburg Road.  If you take your bulletin they bless the church with a donation.  We 
received a check from them this week.  It’s great to have someone tithe on your lunch 

or dinner.  We thank them for honoring God in this way. 
 

THANK  YOU to everyone who volunteered their time and talents to assist with hosting 
CARITAS.  Our church family provided a week of great experiences and many of our 

guests left grateful for our efforts.  Many hands made light work and all of the assistance 
was appreciated by everyone involved. ..remember Philippians 4:13. 

In Christ, The 2015 CARITAS Team 
                        

THANK EACH OF YOU for all your kind concerns, cards, food, and most importantly 
prayers for us during this long year.  Dave is now in chemo and tolerating it well.  We 

look forward to renewed good health.  Love in Christ, Gail and Dave 



  

LAY MINISTERS FOR OCTOBER, 2015 

               Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

October   4 Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

October 11 Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

October 18 Bill Robinson, Frank Jenness, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

October 25 Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Dave Dagenhart and Ray Alexander 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

October   4  Mary Holmes     Jeremy Rowan   

October 11  Stuart & Tricia Walton 

October 18  Stuart & Tricia Walton 

October 25  Jeremy & Stephanie Rowan  

 

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

October   4  Nick Cox and Eliana  Horne   October-Lela Hall 

October 11  Lexy Colgin 

October 18  Harley Gostel 

October 25 Daisy Colgin 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

October   4  Patti & George Kaloski    October 4 & 11-Keith Gostel 

October 11  Karen Ramsey & Elaine Ogburn   October 18 & 25-David Duke  

October 18  Dave & Gail Dagenhart    August 23 & 30-David Duke 

October 25  Don and Barbara Kindy                      

 

TELLERS 

October   4  Jeremy Rowan & Peggy Singlemann 

October 11  Monica Cox and Mike Powell 

October 18  Pam Wilson and Lois Miller 

October 25  Phil Deane and Sylvia Aryeh                                                                                       

         

 



  

 

 
 

 

 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

October 4, 2015:  The Great Power of Prayer (James 5: 7 – 20) 

(World Communion Sunday & Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

October 4, 2015: Charge Conference with Dr. Peter Moon, 2:00 PM 

 

 

October 11, 2015: “Great is the Lord and greatly to be Praised!” (Psalm 145) 

 

 

October 18, 2015: Giving that is Great (Luke 21)  (Laity Sunday) 

   Hymn Sing with Dee Dee Smith on Piano….Start selecting your hymns 

   now to be prepared for this special Worship Service.  Dee Dee is 

   a friend of Bill Balz and will be doing our Prelude, Postlude, etc. 

   Come and enjoy! 

 

October 25, 2015: So Great a Salvation (Hebrews 2: 1 – 4) 

 

 

October 31, 2015: Trunk or Treat on All Hallows Eve, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

 

 

 
 

 



  

 

 

GET TO KNOW DR. PETER MOON,  
OUR NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENT 
 

We welcome our new District 

Superintendent, Dr. Peter Moon to Laurel 

Hill Church for our annual Charge 

Conference on October 4th at 2:00PM.  Peter 

Moon recently served at Woodlake UMC. He 

was born in Nashville and was raised in 

Rockville, MD. He graduated from the 

University of Washington in Seattle with a 

degree in Aeronautical and Astronautical 

Engineering.  Following graduation, he 

served as a Naval flight officer aboard the aircraft carriers USS Kitty Hawk 

and USS Ranger, flying A6E Intruder aircraft. In 1988, he left the U.S. Navy 

to attend Union Theological Seminary (now Union Presbyterian) in 

Richmond, where he received his Master’s degree. He later earned a Doctor 

of Ministry degree from Wesley Theological Seminary in Washington, D.C. 

He and his wife, Lynn, have five children, Lauren, Greg, Becca, Kristin and 

Rachael.  

Moon has also served in conference leadership in multiple ways including 10 

years on the Board of Ordained Ministry, including a term as vice chair of 

the board. He has served as the chair of the 5 Talent Academy and has 

represented the Virginia Conference as a delegate to Jurisdictional 

Conference in 2004, and as a delegate to General Conference in 2008 and 

2012. 

 

 
 
 
 

 



  

DETAILS OF UPCOMING EVENTS…. 
 

OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH:  The Staff Parrish 
Committee reminds you to take the time during October to remember 
Norman and Karen with your cards of appreciation, kind words, and any 
remembrances that you would like to share.  Mostly, let our pastoral family 
know how much they are appreciated by their Laurel Hill church family.  
 
DURING OCTOBER WE WILL COLLECT our stuffed animals, books and 
DVD’s for the Pediatric ER at MCV/VCU.  Thank you for your terrific support 
of this very special project. 
 

CHARGE CONFERENCE-OCTOBER 4TH AT 2 P.M. following our lunch. 
 
OUR TRUNK OR TREAT will be held on October 31st, All Hallows Eve, from 
6-8 P.M.  A snack supper will be served at 6 P.M.  We need individually 
wrapped candy or small items to hand out.  Also, we need you to decorate 
your trunk with a favorite Bible Story or to reflect your favorite school or 
team.  Please call Jeremy or Stephanie Rowan if you can help in any way 
at 795-1973 or 221-2602 (cell). 
 
                                                      

 
ANNOUNCING THE 2015 ANNUAL MISSIONS AND MINISTRIES 
DINNER/AUCTION…  Save the evening of November 7th for a time of 
good food, fellowship and philanthropy.  Until then keep an ear open for our 
theme for the evening, ticket sales and all other details such as needs for 
volunteers.  We welcome donations of new! or antique/collectible items 
for the silent and live auctions plus crafts and home baked goods. 

Invite your friends, neighbors and family to join us for a fun night with a 
great focus.  Questions? Contact Peggy at 543-2330.  See you there! 

                                                  
 



  

 

 

        


