
Light From The Hill 

September, 2015…The Pastor’s Corner   Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 
Dear Laurel Hill: 
     It is a wonderful thing to know we can be a people transformed by grace! We are not 
destined to be conformed to custom or slaves to sin but we are the beloved and loving friends 
of Jesus. The scripture is being fulfilled in us. How? Through the demonstration of our faith 
and our obedience to the Holy Spirit.  Through the sharing of love and the proclamation of the 
gospel, the Christ who gave Himself for us is being revealed. 
 
     Do not let us forget there are at least two ways God’s prophetic word is always being 
fulfilled in these days. First and foremost, we want to see how God is bringing salvation to us 
and others through Jesus Christ. We communicate a certain hope in capricious and uncertain 
times that Jesus is still in the business of fulfilling the scripture in our midst so that “the blind 
receive sight, the lame walk, those who are unclean are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 
raised, and the good news is preached to the poor.” (Luke 7: 22) 
 
     In Luke 7: 23 Jesus says, “Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” This 
is to be our prayer, too. This is especially true of us who get preoccupied with the second way 
the scripture is being fulfilled: in how people and societies can stumble and fall away from 
God.  We are aware of how the power of darkness and deception can work ruin and misery in 
the earth but we are focused on something better – better promises, a better covenant, better 
and lasting possessions, a better country, secured by a better offering and sacrifice, and a 
better resurrection to which we are called. 
 

Let’s focus on the scripture being fulfilled together during the month of September and 
forgive me if I get mired down in the troubles that lie ahead. I want us to not be overcome by 
evil or overwhelmed and unprepared for what lies ahead but instead ready and righteous to 
love our way through it all: forgiven, free, and filled with the Spirit! 
In grace and peace, 
Norman Ramsey 
 
P. S.  THE UCI WORLD BIKE CHAMPIONSHIPS are coming to Varina September 19th and 20th.  If 
your family would like to view the race and enjoy these days together with me, you need to 
reserve parking spaces here at Laurel Hill.  Ask your family and your neighbors.  Church 
members and friends need to reserve their spaces before September 13th.  Space is limited so 
reserve your parking spaces as soon as possible.  Call the church office at 795-2772. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
 

ASSIGN YOUR KROGER REWARDS POINTS TO US!  As you know, Laurel Hill participated in the 

Food Lion Rewards program for several years before the program ended in 2013.  We now 

have another opportunity to raise additional funds for our church. Kroger has started a similar 

Rewards program that could result in a charitable $50 cash-back every calendar quarter. 

However, only two households in our church have signed up since January 2015, and we are 

not accumulating enough points for the maximum Reward.  To start building points for Laurel 

Hill (and this does NOT affect your fuel points), simply go to www.kroger.com/community 

rewards, create an account, and follow the prompts to assign your Kroger Plus card to Laurel 

Hill United Methodist Church by typing in our account number:  90960 

     Thank you!    
Finance Committee 

 
Honduras Mission-Theresa Duke 

I wish to thank everyone who has helped me to be able to go to Honduras in 
September. My fees have all been paid.  The team however is still short funds to 
purchase supplies and medications that will be needed.  I would like to be able to raise 
another $500.00 to $600.00 to be able to help pay for these items.  Anyone who would 
be willing to help please write your check to Friends of Barnabas and on the memo line 
write meds for Warwick Team.  FOB needs the money by the middle of September for 
the team. 

 
UMFS-The next Birthday Party for the “at needs” children and youth at United 

Methodist Family Services will be September 17th at 10:30 A.M.  Items are needed for 
gift bags and Bingo prizes.  Small items include games, small stuffed animals, baseball 

hats, pocket books, scarves or any item someone from the ages of 11 to 18 might 
enjoy.  Remember, most of the youth come from foster families and have very little 

extras.  These items can be given to Dot or put in the Mission Box as well.  It is a joy to 
see the expressions on the faces of these kids when they get the gifts.  Anyone who 

would like to help with one of the parties is welcome.  Just talk to Dot at 795-5196. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS              
John Turner September   4  Lonnie Brandon   September 22 
Mary Hicks  September   8  Jesse Jennette September 23 
Linda Turner September 13  David Duke  September 26 (21st B-Day) 

Bob Steele  September 15  Nancy Henry September 30 
Eugene Hicks September 19  Phyllis Nelson September 30 
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                       LAY MINISTERS FOR SEPTEMBER, 2015 

               Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

September   6 Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

September 13 Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

September 20 Bill Robinson, Frank Jenness, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

September 27 Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Dave Dagenhart and Ray Alexander 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

To Be Announced       September 6 & 13 Jenny Nelson  

          September 20 & 27 To Be Announced 

 

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

September   6  Harley and Eliana    September-Nancy Henry  

September 13  Nick and Lexy                Millie Peterson 

September 20  Nick and Eliana 

September 27  Harley and Daisy 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

September   6  Craig and Kristin Pollard     September 6 & 13    Doug Singlemann  

September 13  Dot Gay and Friendship Class Member September 20 & 27  Bill Robinson    

September 20  Frank and Muriel Jenness 

September 27  Tom and Joyce Handy 

 

TELLERS 

September   6  Mike Powell and Monica Cox 

September 13  Lois Miller and Pam Wilson 

September 20  Sylvia Aryeh and Phil Deane 

September 27  Linda Kinsey and Chris Ragland                                                                                        
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  That Scripture 

 

Might Be Fulfilled 
 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

September 6, 2015:  Conform to Custom or the Truth (John 18) 

(Celebration of Holy Communion & Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

September 7, 2015: Labor Day 

 

 

September 13, 2015: That You Might Believe (John 19) 

(Promotion Sunday) 

 

September 14-15, 2015: Staff Parish; Finance Committee & Admin. Council, 7:00 PM 

(Preparation for Charge Conference, October 4, 2015, 2:00 PM) 

 

 

September 19 - 20, 2015: UCI Bike World Championships’ (John 20) 

 

September 20, 2015:  We are invited to worship at Four Mile Creek Baptist Church @ 10 A.M. 

 

 

September 27, 2015: Follow Me! (John 21) 
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2015 Virginia Annual Conference Report 
 
The theme of annual conference this year was “From Members to Disciples”.  The services and the Bible Study 
focused on what are Christian disciples, what do Christian disciples do, what do Christian disciples look like  
and how do we become better Christian disciples and make Christian disciples of others whether or not they 
become members of our local church.  Nearly 4,000 clergy and laity attended conference this year.  
Clergy items: 
Norman Ramsey was appointed to Laurel Hill UMC for his fifth year. 
Dr. Peter Moon was appointed as our new district superintendent. 
We have 31 new local pastors, 24 new elders, 1 new deacon, 21 new provisional pastors, 1 new associate 
pastor, 4 new elders coming from other denominations, and 45 pastors retired. 
 
Kits for Conference (UMCOR):  Total Kits 42,843 
23,672  Health Kits    Total Value $544,584 
11,835  School Kits    
 4,533  Birthing Kits    This is an increase of over 1,500 kits  
 1.965  Layette Kits    from last year. 
   180  Cleaning Kits 
   111  Bedding Kits 
   547  Sewing Kits 
 
Four Cans for Conference:  We collected 9,869 pounds of food and $174.00 in cash. 
 
Conference Offering:  The offering totaled $152,125.  This money will benefit the Methodist Mission in 
Cambodia, UMCOR Global Health Ministries, and Children Out of Poverty in Virginia. 
 
No More Malaria:  A total of $91,606 has been raised and pledged for this cause.  Monies are still being 
accepted through September 2015.  We are trying to reach a goal of $100,00 in order to save 10,000 lives.   
 
Budget:  We approved a conference budget of $32,315.00 for 2016.  This is down 1.24% from 2015.  This 
includes administrative costs and missions supported by the conference. 
 
General and Jurisdictional Conferences:  We elected delegates and alternates to both conferences for next 
year.  The conference voted to send a petition the general conference to remove the following sentence found 
in paragraph 161F of the 2012 Book of Discipline “The United Methodist Church does not condone the 
practice of homosexuality and considers this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.”  The vote was 989 
for and 868 against. 
 
If you have any questions or wish any further information please contact either Kirby Miller or Theresa Duke. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Kirby Miller and Theresa Duke. 

 
 

 

 


