
Light From The Hill 

AUGUST, 2015…The Pastor’s Corner   Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 
Dear Laurel Hill family, 
 
During the last month we have seen in John 14 that Jesus’ last words to His 
disciples before His crucifixion are some of the first words we want to hide 
in our heart.  Words that teach us how to be prepared for heaven.  They 
teach us how to identify our life with Jesus Christ.  These are words of 

grace which are able to build us up and live in the power of God’s Spirit of  
Truth. They are words of peace. 
 
This month, we will learn how to abide in Jesus Christ, teaching and 
celebrating in Vacation Bible School and beyond, how to enter a solid 
adventure of faith.  We will learn how we must testify of Jesus in a world 
that hates those who love the name of Jesus.  Once again, we will look at 
the work of the Holy Spirit and we will have the opportunity, at the end of 
the month, to express our joy in the Word at we serve through CARITAS. 
 
Yes, there may be labor pains ahead, but all of that will fade away in light 

of the new life we have in Jesus Christ who gives us grace to live as 
overcomers. 
 
We are witnesses to scripture being fulfilled!  We are witnesses to God’s 
glory being revealed!  We are witnesses to the undying love of our Risen 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 

In grace and peace, 

Norman Ramsey 

 

P. S.  THE UCI WORLD BIKE CHAMPIONSHIPS are coming to Varina September 19th and 20th.  If 

your family would like to view the race and enjoy these days together with me, you need to reserve 

parking spaces here at Laurel Hill.  Ask your family and your neighbors.  Church members and friends 

need to reserve their spaces before August 16th.  Space is limited so reserve your parking spaces as soon 

as possible.  Call the church office at 795-2772. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
 

MISSION KITS FOR CONFERENCE…Thanks to the help of Sandy Alexander all 

of the School Bags have been completed and are ready to be filled for the June, 2016 
Virginia Annual Conference.  School supplies are on sale in the stores now so it is a good 

time to get the supplies at a discounted price. This year we completed 160 bags. 
 

Each bag needs:  3 spiral notebooks, 6 #2 pencils, box of 24 crayons, a pair of blunt 
point child’s scissors, 2 large erasers, a wooden ruler (cm. and in.), 2 large pencil 

sharpeners.  All donations can be placed in the mission box in the hall opposite the 
stairs.  If you would like to fill a bag, ask Nancy Henry or Dot Gay to sign up for one.  As 

the donations come in the boxes can be packed and ready for next spring.  God Bless 
You for everything!  

 

UMFS-The next Birthday Party for the “at needs” children and youth at United 

Methodist Family Services will be September 17th at 10:30 A.M.  Items are needed for 

gift bags and Bingo prizes.  Small items include games, small stuffed animals, baseball 
hats, pocket books, scarves or any item someone from the ages of 11 to 18 might 

enjoy.  Remember, most of the youth come from foster families and have very little 

extras.  These items can be given to Dot or put in the Mission Box as well.  It is a joy to 
see the expressions on the faces of these kids when they get the gifts.  Anyone who 

would like to help with one of the parties is welcome.  Just talk to Dot at 795-5196. 

 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS              
Betsy Gottwald  August 2   Rachel Hawk August 21 
Barbara Wendel August 4   Bill Balz  August 23 
Gail Dagenhart  August 7   Mary Holmes August 24 
Bill Perkins  August 11   Will Brockman August 26 
Chris Ragland  August 14   Don Kindy August 27 
Chris Thompson August 14   
 

MORE BOOKS… A friend from Corinth UMC donated 60 children’s books for our fall 

Stuffed Animal and Book Drive for MCV Pediatric ER.  These were given through “word of 
mouth” about our project.  Also, because of talking about our project, another person is 

collecting the stuffed animals for us.  They think it is such a wonderful and worthwhile  

ministry.  Pray that you might also be a part of this ongoing ministry by telling others.  
Let them know of the distribution of these books and animals by Mr. and Mrs. Santa 

Claus in December.  Thank you for your individual participation in our ministry from 
LHUMC.   Millie Peterson      
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LAY MINISTERS FOR AUGUST, 2015 

               Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

August   2 Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

August   9 Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

August 16 Bill Robinson, Frank Jenness, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

August 23 Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Dave Dagenhart and Ray Alexander 

August 30 Raymond Stevenson, Agnes Knowles, Peggy & Doug Singlemann 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

To Be Announced        

  

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

August   2  Harley Gostel and Eliana Horne   August-Keith and Sheree Gostel 

August   9  Daisy and Lexy Colgin 

August 16  Harley Gostel and Eliana Horne 

August 23  Nick Cox 

August 30  Nick Cox 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

August   2  Bud Funk and Ernie Parrish    August 2-Bill Robinson  

August   9  Shirley & Eugene Hicks     August 9 & 16-Keith Gostel  

August 16  Jenny Nelson & Bill Leitch    August 23 & 30-David Duke 

August 23  Bob Steele & Joe Corley                      

August 30  Sylvia Aryeh 

TELLERS 

August   2  Don Kindy and Mike & Elaine Powell 

August   9  Pam Wilson and Lois Miller 

August 16  Millie Peterson and Sylvia Aryeh 

August 23  Chris Ragland and Linda Kinsey 

August 30  Peggy Singlemann and Jeremy Rowan 
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Are You Ready? 

 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday  School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

August 1, 2015: Vacation Bible School, 9:00 AM – 1 PM 

 

 

August 2, 2015: Vacation Bible School Celebration 

(1st Sunday Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

August 9, 2015: Are You Ready to be Productive? (John 15: 1 – 17) 

(Celebration of Holy Communion) 

 

August 16, 2015: Are You Ready for the World to Hate You? (John 15: 18 – 16: 4) 

 

 

August 23, 2015: Are You Ready for the Spirit to Work in You? (John 16) 

 

 

August 30, 2015: Are You Ready for Jesus to Pray for You? (John 17) 
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Summer 2015 
Congregation Members:  As many of you have noticed, our Choir has been singing almost 
every Sunday.  Even though we do not have choir practice during the summer, the choir 
members that are here on Sunday have chosen to continue to sing during the summer.  
Thanks so much to them for their continued support and cooperation.  We have also had 
solos, piano, and harp music.  Choir practices for the Handbell Choir and Chancel Choir begin 
the second week of September with our regular schedule.  As always, if you would like to sing 
or play a bell we would love to have you in the choir.  You don’t have to read music to sing in 
the choir, you just have to like to sing.  We will teach you what you need.  You don’t have to 
read music to play the handbells.  We can color code your music to help you.  You do have to 
be able to count up to 10 without using your fingers because those will be very busy.  To be 
able to do all the things we would like to do and learn some new wonderful music that has 
been ordered, we need a full Chancel Choir and Handbell Choir.  We always have a wonderful 
time of fellowship and “Making a Joyful Noise Unto The Lord” during our practice time and 
when we play or sing for the worship services.  So if you can make time in your schedule and 
would like to join us in either choir, or both choirs, please let me know.  Music is a very large 
part of our Worship Service and outreach not only to our congregation but to visitors who may 
want to make Laurel Hill their church home. 
 
Have a Blessed Day and be Grateful for God’s Gift of Music!  Bill 

 
 

 
 

Call or contact David Ogburn (239-8232) if you are willing to help Laurel Hill host the Mixed 

Family Groups for Caritas the week of August 29th through September 5th.   On Wednesday, 

July 29th at 7:00 P.M. we will have Caritas Orientation at Laurel Hill. 
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On Friday, July 31st we will “Blast Off” VBS beginning with dinner from 5:00-5:55.  Pre-

registration will be available during dinner.  VBS will be from 6:00 P.M. until 8:30 P.M. 

 

On Saturday, August 1st, VBS will begin at 9:30 A.M. and lunch will be served from Noon until 

12:45.  At this time we will return to the Sanctuary for closing and pick-up at 1:00 P.M. 

 

On Sunday, August 2nd, our 11:00 A.M. worship time will feature music and pictures from our 

weekend VBS.  This will be followed by our usual first Sunday luncheon for all. 

 

You will find a registration form included in this newsletter.  Please make copies for each child 

you need to enroll.  They will also be available in the narthex beginning on the first Sunday in 

July.  These enrollment forms may be turned in to the office or to Sylvia Aryeh. 

 

Come out and join in the fun.  We need your help in so many areas and the children will be so 

appreciative of your support. 

 VBS Registration Form-July 31st-Aug. 2nd  (One Per child) 

Child’s name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s age:                                             Date of birth                                           Last grade completed:                                            
 
Name of parent(s):                                            
 
Street address: 
 
City:                                                                                    State:                                          Zip 
 
Parent/caregiver’s cell phone: 
 
Home e-mail address: 
 
Home Church: 
 
 
Crew number or name (for church use only): 
    

 
 



  

Camp Rainbow Connection Talent Show Held on July 13-Phil Deane 
 

On the evening of Monday July 13, a group of 8 people left Laurel Hill UMC 
on the church bus (driven by Pastor Norman Ramsey!) to travel to the 
Virginia United Methodist Assembly Center in Blackstone, Virginia.  The 
purpose of our travel was to attend the Talent Show that is a part of the 
Camp Rainbow Connection camp week.  Four individuals from our Laurel Hill 
community participated in the Talent Show that night:  Charles Clay, Barry 
Deal, Chris Shoemaker, and Eddie Marks. 
 
A wonderful time was had by all.  The mutual ministry provided by the 
Camp staff as well as the participants is a moving and very special 
outpouring of God's grace.  If you have an opportunity to attend one of 
these events in the future, please be prepared for a heart-touching 
experience. 
 
Here is some background information about Camp Rainbow Connection 
from the Virginia United Methodist Annual Conference web page: 
 

Camp Rainbow Connection is a week-long respite camp held once in July 

and once in August for individuals with intellectual disabilities. CRC started 

in 1985 at Westview on the James, a camp of the Fredericksburg, 

Charlottesville and Richmond Districts of the Virginia Conference of The 

United Methodist Church. That first year, there were 25 campers and a 

small staff of 15 volunteers. CRC has grown to two weeks – one in July and 

one in August – at the Blackstone Conference and Retreat Center. Each 

year, there are 120 campers from age 16 into their eighties and a staff of 

over 100 volunteers. CRC is resourced by the Center for Inclusivity and Lay 

Leadership Excellence.The staff and volunteers of Camp Rainbow are 

dedicated to providing a wonderful and enriching summer program for each 

camper, along with a week of respite for families and care givers. Campers 

participate in a variety of activities including Bible class, music, arts and 

crafts, games, dancing and special activities. Our mission is one of healing 

and acceptance towards all God’s people. Even though we are a ministry of 

the Virginia Conference of The United Methodist Church (UMC), participation 

of people of all backgrounds, ability levels, heritages, and faiths is 

encouraged.             
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