
Light From The Hill 

JULY, 2015…The Pastor’s Corner   Rev. Norman L. Ramsey, III 
 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

     

 Last month I asked you to pray for our Annual Conference in Roanoke and I know many 

of you did. We now need to be reminded just as Jude was compelled to tell the church 2,000 

years ago, “Dear friends, although I was very eager to write to you about the salvation we share, 

I felt compelled to write and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to 

God’s holy people.” (Jude 1: 3-4) How shall we do that together? 

 

      This month as we meet as an Administrative Council we will purposefully address how 

we shall continue to contend for the faith in light of the Annual Conference’s decision to 

petition the General Conference to remove the incompatibility language “the practice of 

homosexuality is incompatible with Christian teaching” found in our Discipline (¶ 304.3).   We 

will also demonstrate our faithfulness to the Lord through our preparation for Vacation Bible 

School starting July 31st and our ministry with Caritas at the end of August. We will even take 

our first steps in Charge Conference preparation. 

 

      July begins our fifth year together. As I did on that first Sunday in 2011, I ask you to 

pray for me that I might be a pastor well-pleasing to the Lord and one who feeds you well from 

the word of God. I ask you to forgive me now if I fall short of what we both pray for and desire. 

My goal is that we will love the Lord “with all our heart, with all our mind, with all our soul, 

and with all our strength” and love each other as we love ourselves. 

 

     “As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 

received. Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make 

every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. There is one body and one 

Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism; one God and Father of us all, who is over all and through all and in all.” (Ephesians 4: 

1 – 6) 

 

In grace and peace, 
Norman Ramsey 
      

P. S.  Please find a letter from Bishop Cho on the last page of our 
newsletter addressing the vote taken at the Virginia Annual 
Conference. 
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FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 
 

WE NEED TELLERS!  Are you at least 18-years-old, comfortable working 
with details, and able to stay after our Sunday worship service for under an 
hour?  We still need volunteers to pull together our Sunday offering for 
deposit.  Our tellers work in teams of two and rotate Sundays and special 
services.  The rotation depends on the amount of volunteers.  Training is 
available!  If you would like to volunteer or learn more about what is 
involved, please contact Susan Nowell at (804) 795-9077, or 
susan.nowell@comcast.net. 
 
UMFS-Dot Gay In June I attended three events at United Methodist Family 
Services.  The first was a tea party that the auxiliary had for the students 

there.  At this old fashioned tea the guys had hats, ties, and handkerchiefs.  
The girls wore fancy hats, white gloves and were given a special hankie.  
They ate small sandwiches and cookies while they sipped hot tea.  What fun 
it was! 
 
Wednesday after that, I attended a commencement for those completing 
the program at the Child and Family Healing Center.  Six youth completed 
the four step program that included Belonging, Mastery, Independence and 
Generosity.  For one it took eleven months to complete the program.  For 
another, it took two years. After completion, the youth will either go back 

home and finish school or go to a foster home.  As the counselors/teachers 
talked about the progress the teens made, they often wept.  Parents 
thanked UMFS for bringing healing to their teens.  One father said, “Now 
my family is whole again.” 
 
The following Friday there was a graduation at Charter House School for the 
students who were getting treatment on campus and those bused in from 
surrounding counties for special schooling.  This school enables students 
who are unable to fit in public school to complete high school.  What a great 
service UMFS does to heal and turn lives around for many young people 

with needs! 
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LAY MINISTERS FOR JULY, 2015 

               Praise & Worship:  8:45 A.M.-Sunday School:  9:45 A.M.-Worship:  11:00 A.M. 

OUR USHERS 

July   5 Kirby Miller, Joe Corley, Gerald Sanders and Randy Welch 

July 12 Stuart Walton, Raymond Stevenson, Buddy Whitlow and David Duke  

July 19 Bill Robinson, Frank Jenness, Gene Russell and George Kaloski   

July 26 Craig Pollard, Phil Deane, Dave Dagenhart and Ray Alexander 

 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH           CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

To Be Announced       Dot Gay 

  

OUR ACOLYTES       COMMUNION 

July   5  Harley Gostel and Daisy Colgin   July-Judy and Billy Walker 

July 12  Nick Cox 

July 19  Eliana Horne 

July 26  Harley Gostel and Lexy Colgin 

 

OUR GREETERS       SOUND TECHNICIANS 

July   5  Gary and Theresa Hughes    July 5-David Duke  

July 12  Agnes Knowles & Raymone Stevenson  July 12 & 19-Doug Singlemann  

July 19  Dot Gay and Susan Nowell    July  26-Bill Robinson 

July 26  Phyllis Nelson and Marsha Williams                       

 

TELLERS 

July     5  Lois Miller and Pam Wilson 

July  12  Sylvia Aryeh and Millie Peterson 

July  19  Linda Kinsey and Chris Ragland 

July  26  Jeremy Rowan and Peggy Singlemann                                                                         
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Are You Ready? 

 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

July 4, 2015: Independence Day 

 

 

July 5, 2015: Are You Ready for a Place in Heaven? (John 14: 1 - 6) 

(Sunday Luncheon after 11:00 AM Service)  

 

 

July 12, 2015: Are You Ready to Do the Works of Jesus? (John 14: 1 – 14) 

(Pastor teaching at Aldersgate Renewal Conference July 16 - 18)  

 

 

July 19, 2015: Are You Ready for the Spirit of Truth? (John 14: 15 – 26) 

              (Rekindle the Flame, July 22 – 26, Athens, GA) 

 

July 26, 2015: Are You Ready for Peace? (John 14: 27 – 31) 

 

 

July 31, 2015: Vacation Bible School Kickoff, 6:00 PM 
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It is time to complete the 2nd Phase of work on our parking 

lot. Your designated gifts are necessary to move from the $ 
we have on hand to approximately $24,000 we need to 
complete the project. When these funds have been raised 
we’ll call J. Worden & Sons Asphalt Paving to finish the 
work of resurfacing our parking area with two more coats 
of tar and gravel. We give thanks for the good work that w 
as Phase #1 and look forward to your help now finishing 
what we have started. 

The CD “Hymned in by Grace” is now 

available for purchase for $10.00. Make out 

payment to Norman Ramsey Ministries. 

(You can find CDs on the table in the 

narthex.) 

Songs include Come Holy One, Hymned in 

by Grace, Make Me an Instrument, Higher 

Ground, I’ll Fly Away, and I Am Thine, O 

Lord.  

 

Please pray for this ministry of music to 

bless many and bring a saving knowledge 

of God’s grace to those who listen. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Also, call or contact David Ogburn (239-8232) if you are willing to help Laurel Hill host the 

Mixed Family Groups for Caritas the week of August 29th through September 5th. As soon as 

we have a strong group of volunteers we will have the Caritas Coordinator come speak to us 

and explain the work and responsibilities of the week.  
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Please contact Sylvia Aryeh (Sylvia_aryeh@yahoo.com) or at 852-0353 if you can help with Vacation Bible 

School the weekend of July 31st through August 2nd. We need Crew leaders, someone to share each session’s 

Bible Adventure, a Project with a Purpose® coordinator, help with snacks and meals, volunteers for music and 

games, plus help with our Sunday worship time. Our Bible point of the weekend is “God is always with us.” 

(Matthew 28: 20) 

 

On Friday, July 31st we will “Blast Off” VBS beginning with dinner from 5:00-5:55  Pre-registration will be 

available during dinner.  VBS will be from 6:00 P.M. until 8:30 P.M. 

 

On Saturday, August 1st, VBS will begin at 9:30 A.M. and lunch will be served from Noon until 12:45.  At this 

time we will return to the Sanctuary for closing and pick-up at 1:00 P.M. 

 

On Sunday, August 2nd, our 11:00 A.M. worship time will feature music and pictures from our weekend VBS.  

This will be followed by our usual first Sunday luncheon for all. 

 

You will find a registration form included in this newsletter.  Please make copies for each child you need to 

enroll.  They will also be available in the narthex beginning on the first Sunday in July.  These enrollment forms 

may be turned in to the office or to Sylvia Aryeh. 

 

Come out and join in the fun.  We need your help in so many areas and the children will be so appreciative of 

your suppot. 

 VBS Registration Form-July 31st-Aug. 2nd  (One Per child) 

Child’s name:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child’s age:                                             Date of birth                                           Last grade completed:                                            
 
Name of parent(s):                                            
 
Street address: 
 
City:                                                                                    State:                                          Zip 
 
Parent/caregiver’s cell phone: 
 
Home e-mail address: 
 
Home Church: 
 
 
Crew number or name (for church use only): 
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