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     FEB., 2014...THE PASTOR’S CORNER…NORMAN L. RAMSEY, III 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

     It is an amazing and wondrous thing when we can learn something useful, something that improves 
our standard of living, and something that helps us stand ready for the coming of the Lord. What could 
this something be?  This useful and helpful lesson is learning how to prepare for things. 

 The other day, Ava and I had to prepare soup for supper.  How did we do it? First, we had our 
expert (Karen) on the phone giving us instructions.  We didn’t try to wing it or guess.  We sought wis-
dom for getting started. We had already cooked the chicken and added it back into the broth. With that 
start, we chose the rest of the ingredients. We peeled and cut away what was not needed.  We sliced and 
diced everything up into little pieces.  We kept things stirred up and mixed together. We got out our 
measuring spoons and added the last few things to achieve the flavor and taste we wanted and then we 
let it cook. As of this writing, I am still enjoying the results of that preparation. 

  From Confucius to George Washington Carver to Colin Powell; they all agree that preparation is 

the key to success in life. “Success depends upon previous preparation, and with-

out such preparation there is sure to be failure.” Confucius.  “There is no 
short cut to achievement. Life requires thorough preparation - veneer is-

n't worth anything.” George Washington Carver. “There are no secrets to 
success. It is the result of preparation, hard work, and learning from fail-
ure.” Colin Powell.(Read more at http://www.brainyquote.com) 

  I’m certainly no expert on this subject but I know when I can benefit from the success and 
preparation of others.  The month of February gives us the opportunity to benefit together.  

  Faith does not abandon preparation and hope for success but faith  

embraces preparation.  Faith follows the pattern of scripture that tells us it  

is our responsibility to prepare.  To enjoy the Sabbath, we prepare to gather  

in twice as much on the day before. To enjoy the grace of God we call every  

heart to “prepare Him room”. (Exodus 15: 2)  

 Preparation helps us put things in the right order and this is the way  

God uses preparation. God raises up the prophet, John the Baptist, to baptize  

the people in repentance and in a season of preparation for the coming of the  

Lord.  We will put our lives in order as well, all month long, as we prepare  

the way of the Lord!  In grace and peace,     

    Norman Ramsey 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgewash387003.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgewash387003.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/g/georgewash387003.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/colinpowel121363.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/colinpowel121363.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/c/colinpowel121363.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/


                                                                                     

The Keane University Choir will be blessing Laurel Hill with a concert on March 7, Friday night at 7:00 pm. 

They have been with us before at Laurel Hill and always bless us with a wonderful program. Please encourage your friends 
and neighbors as well as members of other churches to attend this concert. We will be hosting the students which will 
require a lot of help from congregation members. There are approximately 50 students including the music director and 
accompanist that we will need to host. We are planning a covered dish dinner where we will purchase fried chicken as 
usual. But we need members to bring side dishes and desserts for this covered dish. The dinner will only be for the stu-
dents and will probably be about 5:30 that Friday night before the concert. We will also be providing the student break-
fast the next morning about 8:30 am. As we did last time, we will have about 50 students that need a host family to pro-
vide a place for them to sleep on Friday night. If you can host 1 or more students please write down how many you can 
host, whether they would have to double up or you can provide single accommodations, and whether you would like 
boys, girls or both. You can provide the information during the week to the church office to Barbara or to me on Sunday. 
Please start now providing the list of how many you can host for the one night. If you have kept in contact with some of 
the students and you would like to host a particular student, please let us know that as well.  There will be plenty of op-
portunities for your assistance, whether you can host a student for the night, provide some food for the covered dish din-
ner for them or something for the breakfast the next morning. Please remember that however many students you host, 
they have LUGGAGE. They are singing up and down the east coast so each of them have a fairly large suitcase that you 
have to provide transportation to your home as well as the student. 

I am so looking forward to this as the young people from this college love music so much and are such a blessing to us 
sharing their talent. I had the pleasure of having the director, accompanist and 1 student at my home last time. When the 
student walked in my house, the first think he spotted was the black baby grand piano. He no sooner set his luggage down 
and he was on the piano bench playing up a storm. There was no shyness in him and he played beautifully as well as the 
director and accompanist so I had a triple blessing. 

Please help us make this a wonderful experience for them and for us as you always have. 

Bill        2 

                                                                                    

                                              

 



         

VICTORY LOVES  

 

PREPARATION  
 

8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

 February 2, 2014: Prepare the Way of the Lord, (Isaiah 40) 

(Men’s Breakfast, 8:00 AM, 

 No Luncheon)   

 

 

 February 9, 2014: Prepare for the Lean Years, (Genesis 41) 

 

 

 February 16, 2014: Get Yourself Ready! (Jeremiah 1: 17) 

 

 

 February 23, 2014: Be Dressed Ready for Service (Luke 12: 35) 
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Laurel Hill U. M. 
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1919 New Market Road 

Richmond, VA 23231 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE REQUESTED 

Phone: (804) 795-2772 

Fax:  (804) 795-2541 

E-Mail:  lhumcoffice@verizon.net 

Pastor:  Norman L. Ramsey, III 

Music Director:  Bill Balz 

School Coordinator:  Margo Keeles 

Church Secretary:  Barbara Wendel 

We’re on the web at:  http://www.laurelhillumc.org 

The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the  

15th of the month. 

WE WILL NOT HAVE A SUNDAY LUNCHEON-
DURING THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY.  
WATCH FOR THE DETAILS IN THE NEXT 
NEWSLETTER REGARDING OUR MARCH 
LUNCHEON.   

 

   THANKS 

 

         

FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

PEGGY AND I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU for all of your kind words, cards and gestures 
towards us in this past year.  The loss of a parent is hard and we have drawn strength and 
comfort in all that our church family has bestowed on us.  Thank you for being there, for 
your support and for your love.  May God Bless you all.  Doug Singlemann 

 

HONDURAS MISSION-February 2015 Laurel Hill will send another Medical Mission Team to Hon-
duras. If you are interested in joining the team, please contact Cindy Funk, MG Funk or Lois Miller. 
The cost for each Team Member will be approximately $1800, and it will be the responsibility of 
team members to pay their way. Of course we will continue to have fund raisers to complete raising 
the $10,000 needed for medical supplies, and all funds raised over that amount will be used to as-
sist team members with their individual payment.  
 
If you know of a physician who may be interested in joining our group, please let us know. We are 
already blessed to have found a Dentist to join us. We would like to get a firm team established by 
mid-April so we can work together as we prepare for our trip. This will require a $100 deposit. 
 
Blessings to all of you who support this mission with your prayers, time, money and gifts of service. 

 
      Lois, Cindy and MG 
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