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  FEBRUARY,  2013...THE PASTOR’S CORNER…NORMAN L. RAMSEY, III 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

     Ken Fisher, CEO of Fisher Investments and a Forbes magazine columnist, wrote the book The Only 
Three Questions That Count: Investing by Knowing What Others Don’t.  It’s a good read and I want to 
call your attention to the second of his three questions.  “What can you fathom that others find unfathom-
able?”  Using that question, I want you to join me in answering a few other questions. 

  The Bible says there are three things that abide throughout eternity that have an impact on our 
lives today: “faith, hope, and love”.  Throughout all eternity, we are going to trust God, believing that there 
is more we can experience with God, and enjoying every day of that experience together.  The greatest 
of these three is love, the joyful experience of knowing God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 What can you fathom about these three things that others find unfathomable?  What about your 
faith experience can be communicated with others that will open their mind and heart to trust the living 
Lord?  David sung about God lifting him up out of the pit and setting him on the rock, putting a new song 
in his mouth.  John Wesley shared an assurance of forgiveness and grace that changed a nation.  What 
have you fathomed about faith in Jesus that has made a difference in you that could make a difference in 
others? 

 What have you discovered about the hope the grace of Jesus brings?  Do you know God has the 
last word on you?  Do you know that God has a place prepared for you in heaven?  Do you know Jesus 
is coming again to receive you unto himself?  Can you sing, “I can face uncertain days because He 
lives”? 

 What can you fathom about the love of God?  Can you appreciate how great is its power to for-
give and convert us? Can we fathom with all the saints the inheritance God’s love secures for us?  Can 
we sense the urgency and passion God wants us to exert in the world in his love’s behalf? 

 This month, as Lent begins on February 13th allocate time and attention to  

prayer and the Holy Scriptures and ask God to aid you by His Spirit to fathom  

in a deeper way: faith, hope, and love! 

     In grace and peace, 

     Norman Ramsey 

Quotes to ponder…”Eventually you realize that the reason God didn’t always  

answer your prayers is that He was answering your mom’s prayers.” 

     Robert Brault 

“Wrong is wrong...even if everyone is doing it!” “Right is right...even if no one is  

doing it.”-Unknown 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

  

 LADIES OF LAUREL HILL will meet on Tuesday, February 12th at 10 A.M. (note time 
change) to make Valentines for our shut-ins.  We will follow this with lunch in Sandston at the Sand-
stonian.  We invite all the ladies of the church to join us! 

  OUR SYMPTHAY TO ELIANA & HENRY HORNE and their entire family at the death this 
past week of their paternal grandfather, Lanny.  Please keep them all in your prayers.  

 “STUDY OF LOVE” by Beth Moore, our upcoming Women’s Bible Study, will begin on 
Sunday evening, February 10th at 6:00 P.M.  It will continue for six weeks.  It will be taught by 
Karen Ramsey and be on Sunday evenings at 6:00 P.M. and Monday mornings at 9:30 A.M.  
NO HOMEWORK, it is all on video.  If you wish to have a study guide for $10, one is available but 
not necessary.  OUR NEXT BIBLE STUDY WITH NORMAN will begin on April 7th.  The book is 
available in the office now so you can read it before we begin.  The donation for the book is $10.  
The title is “Conquering the Game of Control, Nurturing the Nature of God” by Craig Green.  If 
you plan to participate in the study, get your book and read now! 

 MISSION KITS FOR CONFERENCE IN JUNE...Many items have already been donated for 
the Mission kits to be sent to the Virginia Annual Conference.  Those items have been counted and 
organized but not assembled.  The following are items left to be collected in order to contribute the 
same number of kits as we did in 2012.  If an item is not listed, enough have been collected for this 
year.  A list of all required items is in the hallway by the stairs.  Now is the time to find good bar-
gains! 

 Layette Kits:  Cloth diapers, not folded-11 dozen; Onesies (undershirts)-35; Sleepers (under 
1 year)- 28; Baby washcloths or small white cloths-56; Sweaters-7; Diaper pins-44. 

 Health Kits:  Hand towels-27; Wash cloths-27; Large combs-8; Gallon size Ziplock Bags-30. 

 School Kits:  Rulers (in. and cm.)-33; Children’s scissors, blunt-45; Notebooks or packs of 
paper-23; Pencils-50; Large erasers-44; Boxes of 24 crayons-44. 

 Birthing Kits:  Latex gloves-10 pairs; Receiving blankets-20*. 

*The receiving blankets (2 each for layette and birthing kits) are made by ladies of the church by 
buying flannel cloth when it is on sale.  They also make the school bags.  Baby sweaters are knitted 
by those attending the knitting group which meets every Thursday morning.  If you see any items 
not listed here and want to donate them for next year that will be greatly appreciated.  Also, these 
are only the items that are needed now to complete our kits for June, 2013. 

 UNITED METHODIST FAMILY SERVICE...Thanks to your generosity Laurel Hill’s Christmas 
contribution to United Methodist Family Service was over $1,600.  Last week at the auxiliary meet-
ing one of the students who has almost completed the program and will go back to foster care said, 
“Since I’ve been here I have learned that God is always with me and whatever problems I may have 
in life I know that He will always be there to help me through it.”  This is what your gifts and our 
church provides for many abused children and teens.  God bless you! 

 THANKS...I was recently presented with the most beautiful “comfort quilt” made by the Lau-
rel Hill Quilters; and I would like to thank the Quilters for their time and talent, as well as our Mis-
sions & Ministries Committee for their support of the Laurel Hill Quilters.  Indeed, there is comfort in 
being “wrapped in love”; but I noticed something else that is wonderful and want to share this with 
you.  Within my quilt, various small patches of the same printed cloth can be found in other quilts 
made by the Quilters.  Not only do I feel “wrapped in love”, but I feel “intertwined” within my church 
family.  To all of you, thank you!    Susan Nowell 
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How Can You Love Me! 
8:45am – Praise & Worship 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 
 February 3, 2013: “With All of  Your Heart”, Deuteronomy 13: 1 - 4 

(Commissioning Service for those involved in the Honduras Mission Trip) 

(First Sunday Luncheon following 11:00 AM Worship) 

 

 February 10, 2013: “Keep My Commandments”, John 14: 15 

(Boy Scout Sunday Celebration)  

 

 February 13, 2013: Community Ash Wednesday Service at Calvary UMC, 7pm 

 

 February 16 – 24, 2013: Mission Trip to Honduras with Friends of Barnabas 

 

 February 17, 2013: Dan Ladd, President of Richmond District UMM! 

 

 February 24, 2013: The Rev. David Torrence will share the message today! 
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Laurel Hill U. M. Church 

1919 New Market Road 

Richmond, VA 23231 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE REQUESTED 

Phone: (804) 795-2772 

Fax:  (804) 795-2541 

E-Mail:  lhumcoffice@verizon.net 

Pastor:  Norman L. Ramsey, III 

Music Director:  Bill Balz 

School Coordinator:  Margo Keeles 

Church Secretary:  Barbara Wendel 

We’re on the web at:  http://www.laurelhillumc.org 

The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the  

15th of the month. 

JEWS FOR JESUS...  

Larry Dubin of Jews for Jesus will speak at Laurel Hill on March 26th at 7:00 P.M.  Rev. Ramsey in-

vites all to attend.  Jews for Jesus uses creative methods and contemporary issues to present the mes-

sage that Jesus is the Messiah to Jewish people around the world. 

 Dubin was raised in what he terms a “secular Conservative Jewish” home.  By the age of 13, he re-

jected religion and put all his hopes in attaining personal goals of career, financial security and marriage.  

After graduating from the University of New Mexico in 1989 with a Bachelor of Business Administration, he 

received a “commission” as an ensign in the United States Navy.  He started to read the bible on a nuclear 

powered submarine and he came to faith in the Messiah of Israel, the Lord Jesus in January of 1994. 

 He believed that God wanted him to share the gospel with others on a full-time basis and pursued 

training at Dallas Theological Seminary to prepare for a change in careers.  Dubin connected with Jews for 

Jesus and participated in their Summer Witnessing Campaign in 1998.  He joined the staff and participated 

in their 1999 campaign as well.  He now serves as an evangelist with the organization’s Washington, D. C. 

branch.  His wife, Deb, serves alongside of him there. 

 To Larry Dubin and other Jews for Jesus staff, the objective evidence of the Hebrew Bible and the 

New Testament, and the transformation in their own lives provide ample evidence that Jesus was who he 

claimed to be-the Jewish Messiah.  Plan to be with us for this wonderful blessing.  
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WE  WILL HAVE A LUNCHEON FOLLOWING 
WORSHIP ON FEBRUARY 3, 2013…Please mark 
your calendar and plan to attend.  We  will set 
up for the luncheon on Saturday, February 2nd 
at  3:00 p.m.  Mark your calendar now and set 
aside this time of  preparation.  We need your 
help! 

 

                           



VALENTINE’s Day 

Spaghetti dinner  

& Auction 
Bring your Valentine to the Youth sponsored 

Valentine’s Day Spaghetti Dinner and Auction.  

 

Date:  Saturday, February 9, 2013 

Dinner served from 6-7 P.M. 

Cost:  $10 for guests 11 years and up 

                     $  5 for children 6-10 years 

          Free for children 5 & under  

 

You are asked to bring a special gift, beautifully 
wrapped  or bagged, that you would give to 
your Valentine to auction off.  Proceeds will 
support our youth and their projects.  We hope 
you will enjoy this wonderful evening of fun 
and friendship with us at Laurel Hill. 


