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    NOVEMBER, 2012...THE PASTOR’S CORNER…NORMAN L. RAMSEY, III 

Dear Laurel Hill: 

 There are some things that are vital to the Christian life and many of us could make our own list: 
repentance and faith, devotion and obedience, generosity and thanksgiving.  Several years ago Bishop 
Robert Schnase wrote in his book Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations about the core practices of Radical 
Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-taking Mission and Service, and Ex-
travagant Generosity that were vital for having a fruitful life as a congregation. Proverbs shares, “Humility 
and the fear of the LORD bring wealth and honor and life.” (Proverbs 22: 4) 

   Whatever standard we set for living a vital life of faith we want to make sure it confesses that Je-
sus is Lord and coincides with the spirit and truth of the scriptures.  There will never be a vital standard 
that denies Jesus Christ as the only Lord and Savior or that diminishes the God-breathed authority of the 
Bible. 

 As a congregation ministering within the connection of the United Methodist Church we have 
been given a standard of measuring our fruitfulness and effectiveness as a vital congregation.  These are: 

1. Disciples in worship - worship attendance; 

2. Disciples making new disciples - number of professions of faith; 

3. Disciples growing in their faith - number of small groups; 

4. Disciples engaging in mission - number of disciples doing outreach in the community 

    and the world; and 

5. Disciples sharing their resources for mission - amount of money given to mission 

  

 Thanks to the Lord’s goodness and your faithfulness to the Lord we have already met or exceeded 
our goals in the areas of making new disciples, in small group ministry, and in disciples engaged in mis-
sion.  With the expansion of our worship space, and our attendance rising  

through the end of the year, our Fall Mission Auction & Dinner occurring this  

month, we pray to reach the other two goals, as well.  Let’s all be a part of  

making this happen! 

 

   In grace and peace, 

   Norman Ramsey 

 
 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION… 

As we near the end of 2012, please remember your church during the “season of 
giving”.  We are so blessed at Laurel Hill, and we are committed to giving to others.  
The United Methodist Church is a connectional church and depends on receiving 
our “apportionments”.  This is Laurel Hill’s share of the contributions that are 
needed to support the administration and implementation of the global ministries 
of The United Methodist Church, including within The United States and the Com-

monwealth of Virginia. 

 The majority of our apportionments were included in our 2012 budget.  How-
ever, if you notice on the financial recap on the bulletin every Sunday and in the 
monthly newsletter, we are significantly behind in our financial commitment to the 
church budget that was approved at last year’s Charge Conference (a $16,887 defi-
cit as of October 14, 2012).  Not only are we in danger of not meeting our commit-
ment to The United Methodist Church, but the operations and local ministries of 

Laurel Hill may suffer, too. 

 Please keep the financial health of Laurel Hill and The United Methodist 
Church in your prayers, and please give generously in our effort to make disciples 

for Christ. 

     The Finance Committee 

 

THANK YOU to my Laurel Hill family for your cards, calls, visits and especially 
prayers at the death of  my sister last week.  It is wonderful to have so much sup-
port and loving kindnesses.   Wretha Tate 

 

“THE GATHERING” Sunday School Class invites you to join them for any or all of  
their new studies from now through Christmas. 

 From October 7 to Nov. 11 the study will be grace with a DVD and book by 
Max Lucado.  (Grace: More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine) 

 From November 18 to December 23 the study will be “Christmas is Not Your 
Birthday” by Mike Slaughter. (Christmas:  Jesus Is The Center of  Our Celebration) 

 This class meets in the back of  the Fellowship Hall.  Please join us! 

 

GO TO http://laurelhillumc.org...If  you read our church blog, make sure you click 
the Follow icon at the top, middle or left-hand side of  the page.  That way, each 
time something is posted at Laurelhillumc.org you will automatically receive it 
through your email.  Make seeing every post that informs you and reminds you of  
what God is up to at Laurel Hill UMC automatic.  Click Follow and look for the news 
of  Laurel Hill’s ministry in your Inbox. 
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(Reflections on Hebrews 11) 

Receiving Faith’s 

Commendation! 
8:45am – *Praise & Worship* (New Time) 

9:45am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship 

 

November 4, 2012   The Man Who Found Grace               Genesis 6 

(Men’s Breakfast is at 8:00am. There is NO 1st Sunday Luncheon today.) 

 

November 11, 2012  The Boys Who Faced the Fire    Daniel 3 

(Veteran’s Day Observance) 

November 18, 2012  The Women Who Held on to Faith               Ruth 1, Mark 5  

(The Dedication of Our Balcony) 

 

November 21, 2012  Community Thanksgiving Service 

(Four Mile Creek Baptist Church 7:00 PM) 

 

November 25, 2012  The Women Who Got Their Boys Back     I Kings 17   

(Christ the King Sunday)    

 

 



 

 

 

 

Laurel Hill U. M. Church 

1919 New Market Road 

Richmond, VA 23231 

 

ADDRESS CHANGE REQUESTED 

Phone: (804) 795-2772 

Fax:  (804) 795-2541 

E-Mail:  lhumcoffice@verizon.net 

Pastor:  Norman L. Ramsey, III 

Music Director:  Bill Balz 

School Coordinator:  Margo Keeles 

Church Secretary:  Barbara Wendel 

We’re on the web at:  http://www.laurelhillumc.org 

The DEADLINE  for the NEXT ISSUE is the  

15th of the month. 

WE  WILL NOT HAVE A LUNCHEON FOLLOW-
ING WORSHIP IN NOVEMBER...Please remem-
ber that our Missions & Ministries Dinner and 
Auction is on Nov. 3rd and our Charge Confer-
ence will be on Nov. 4th during our Worship 
Service. 

 

Please mark your calendar and plan to attend 

Both of  these very important ministry opportu-
nities. 
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Fall Mission Dinner/Auction 

Saturday, November 3, 2012 

At Laurel Hill UMC 

We need everyone’s help to make this another 

very successful evening of fun, fellowship and 

funds to support our many Mission and Ministry 

Projects for the coming year.   

             Dinner Menu   

  Spiral Ham, Sweet Potato Casserole, Green Beans, Hot 

              Rolls, and Homemade Desserts 

Crafts 5-6:45 p.m.              Dinner 5-7 p.m. 

    Live Auction 7 p.m. 

    Silent Auction 5-6:45 p.m. 

      Adults:  Advance Tickets $8.00-At the door $9.00 

          Children: (3-12)  $4.00      Take Out Available 



FROM OUR CHURCH TREASURER: 
FROM OUR CHURCH TREASURER: 

As our church grows in its ministries and activities, it is very important that our records docu-

ment when a donation is charitable (monetary or non-monetary).  Equally important is docu-

menting when the church checking account is used for non-charitable purposes, such as facili-

tating ticket purchases for individuals.  (These items shouldn't even be recorded on a member's 

records, and I have been suggesting now that participants coordinate among themselves for the 

costs of these activities.)  Also noteworthy, a donation cannot be for a particular person because 

then it becomes a gift to that person and not a charitable donation to the church. Yard sale pur-

chases and winning bids on auction items are merely “fair market price” purchases and are not 

contributions.  As you can imagine, tracking funds coming in to the church can be tedious and 

confusing.  We need to make an effort to ease the burden on our financial secretary while still 

making charitable giving easy.” 
 

  
 This article is provided by our Conference Treasurer, David Dommisse in the Octo-
ber 2012 edition of Dollar$ & $ense. 

Important Legal Matter 
 The GCFA Legal Department has brought an important legal case to our attention to 

keep our churches informed. In 2007, David and Veronda Durden claimed a deduction of 

$22,517 for charitable contributions of cash and checks to their church. The IRS denied the 

Durden’s deduction because they did not have a proper acknowledgement of their contribution 

from the church. The Durdens had the cancelled checks, and they had an “acknowledgement” 

from their church listing their contributions, but that acknowledgement did not have a statement 

regarding whether any goods or services were received in return for their contributions. Accord-

ing to the IRS Publication 1771 (Charitable Contributions), all single contributions of $250 or 

more must be acknowledged in written format for a donor to claim the deduction on his/her 

Federal Taxes. An annual summary may be used to substantiate several single contributions of 

$250 or more. The written acknowledgement should be issued no later than Jan 31st for the 

contributions received the year prior. The acknowledgement must include the following: 

1. Name of organization 

2. Amount of cash contribution 

3. Description (but not the value) of non-cash contributions 

4. Statement that “no goods or services were provided by the organization in return for 

the contribution” if that was the case 

5. Description and good faith estimate of the value of goods or services, if any, that an 
organization provided in return for the contribution 

6. Statement that goods or services, if any, that an organization provided in return for 

the contribution consisted entirely of intangible religious benefits 

 

Reference this Publication for additional details on the IRS website,  

http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p1771.pdf. 
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